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HSK 2 Grammar 


HSK 2 Grammar Video Lessons >> 


2.1 — The Three Common Uses of #(du6) in Chinese 


#, is pronounced as [duo], which means many, more. Now we will talk about 
the three most commonly used meanings in the beginning level. 


Z1: 
When Z is used as an interrogative pronoun, it's used before an adjective to 
make an interrogative sentence to ask about the age, distance or degree. 


e.g. 
A: VK FE K Y? How old are you? 

(Ni jinnián duodàle?) 

B: RSE 20 4. I'm 20 years old this year. 


(Wò jinnián 20 sui.) 


£ 2: 
When Z is an adjective, it's used to show a large amount or the increase in 
numbers. 


Subject + £ (Z serves as the predicate) 

e.g. 

ARZE. 

(Rén hénduo.) 

AE RUSSE. 

(Tà de tóufa bü duo.) 

degree adverb + £ + noun/noun phrase (Z serves as attribute) 
e.g. 

MHA RE Xo 


(Ta you hénduo qian.) 
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fb UR YE EH. 


(Ta zóng you xüduo liyou.) 


Subject + # + verb. 
e.g. 

TE Z S: 

(Ni yào duo xiüxi.) 
562] DUREE Ziti. 


(Xuéxí hànyü yào duo ting duo shuo.) 


£ 3: 


When Z is used as a numeral word, it indicates an uncertain number. 


For the measure words, such as +` (gè) / A (bën) / fft Giàn) / Z< (ci), 
# can not be put after the measure words or nouns. In this situation, Z can 
only be put before the measure words or nouns. 

e.g. 

cFE(^)X CShí duo (gè) rén) 

—AZAH C(ylbài duo bën shü) 

—F ZKI — Cyrgiàn duo jiàn yīfú) 

— FX (sanshi duo ci) 

For the measure words, such as ^F. (nian) / H (yuè) / /&BH (xing an / 


Ai (dian) / 2 (sui) / #k (kuàD , Z can be put both before or after the 
measure words or nouns. 


e.g. 
fE: 

—1EZ (yi nián duo) 

T ££ (shi duo nian) 

H: 

—^^£H (yi gè duo yuè) 
+£ J (shi duō gè yuè) 
JE: 

Ju & EE BJ) (jiü gè duo xing qi) 
+247 ANI (shi duo gë xing qi) 
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Ki: 

=Z% (san dian duo) 
Z: 

T7 € (wü sui dud) 
Z+% (èrshi duo sui) 
J: 

hitg (jit kuài duo) 
+-4 He (shi du6 kuài) 


Note that there are no these sayings like “+ H €" “—* 2. BIZ" in Chinese. 
And #% can only be put after the measure words, but before. 


2.2 — The Two Common Uses of Adverb #K(dóu) in Chinese 


When | is used as adverb in Chinese, it's pronounced as [dou]. There are 
two commonly used meanings of it. 


ab 1 


# is used to show each of the unit of the persons or things before “#J”, which 
means all. 


e.g. 
SESRAMBA. (Pingguò dou hèn da.) 

The apples are all very big. 

Fe TA EPA. © (Women dou shi zhonggué rén.) 
We are all Chinese. 


FAFA TABS MEG. CHaizimen dou xihuan shuijiao. >) 


Kids all like sleeping. 


ab 2 


# is used with “ J” at the end of a sentence, which means already. 


e.g. 
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#87 2, MMWATERE Y. (Dou 7 suile, ni yinggai qü xuéxiaole. ) 
You`re already 7 years old, you should go to school. 


#1108 S, BALDE? (Dou 11 dianle, zénme hai bu shuijiào?) 


It's already 11 o'clock, why still not sleep? 


AZAT, AN ALAFA EE? (Dou zhème duo rénle, wèishéme bü 
kaishi shàngké?) 


There are already so many people, why not start the class now? 


2.3 - The Summary of The Adverb jA(hai) in Chinese 


When 3f serves as an adverb in Chinese, it's pronounced as [hái]. 


X 1 
It's used to indicate the continuation of an action or a state. 
e.g. 

MIZEIAYE FRI. (Xianzai hai zai xiàyü.) 

fa FIFE. (Chuanghu hai kai zhe ne.) 


X 2 
It's used to indicate the repetition of an action. 
e.g. 

ERE Y W f, SKREZRT. 

(Zuótian chi le jiáozi, jintian wó hái xiang chi.) 
REZAR pf Mun, KEEA? 


Vo vi 


(Ni yijing hé le sàn bei kaféi le, ni hai yao hé?) 


X 3 
It's used to make a further supplement for what is mentioned before. 


e.g. 
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RE WA HAL, KEK ER 
(Wo xihuan kan dianshi, hai xihuan ting yinyuè.) 
AAS T Ja, URS E TJ JUR 


(Danci xué wan liao hou, nimen hai yao duo füxí ji bian.) 


Check more about the difference among X. vs it vs (r. 


2.4 — The Summary of The Adverb Giù) in Chinese 


There are mainly two uses of # in Chinese. 


A 1 

It's used to indicate something takes a short period of time, or an action has 
already happened or is going to happen so on. 

e.g. 

BR Dust >ë í. 

(Wó hèn kuai jiü xié wan le.) 

RITEFRWA T o 


(Wómen qùnián jiù rënshi le.) 


m 2 

It's used to emphasize the affirmative meaning. 
e.g. 

ISMERIK. 

(Zhë jiù shi wó de jiā.) 

Pattee Eni. 


(Shü jiü zài zhuozi shangmian.) 
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2.5 — The Common Three Uses of HE(ba) in Chinese 


There are 3 common uses of IE in Chinese. HÉ is known as a Modal Particle. 
Here is the summary about the word. 


General Structure: 


Sentence + IIB 


E 1 
to ask about uncertain things by guess. 


e.g. 

Xx AE AB pr HB? 

(Zhè liang ché hèn gui ba?) 
OMI VANE? 


(Nimen rénshi ba?) 
HE 2 


to indicate persuasion, suggestion or request. 
e.g. 

Suggestion 

(tt FAN. 

(Ni kuai qu kaihui ba.) 

Persuasion 


WHE RAR Y» CRUCE ENN, 


(Ni zuétian tài léi le, jintian jiu zai jia xiüxi ba.) 


(Qing ni bang wò yi xia ba.) 
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um 3 


To indicate agreement or permission 
e.g. 
Agreement 


— X4 5 AT LMS? (Zhèyang xië këyí ma?) 
AND, HXP. (Kěyi, jiù zhëyàng ba.) 


Permission 


— fin] DARI HN? (Wò Kéyi zuò zhèli ma?) 


VRABIE, (Ni zuò ba.) 


2.6 — The Two Common Uses of #(zhe) in Chinese 


There are mainly two uses of 4 in Chinese. 


Basic Structure: 


Subject + Verb + # + (Object) 


-> To express an ongoing state or the continuity of an action. 
e.g. 


an ongoing state 


tik Fe ESITI-EAK. (Tà chuan zhe hëisë de maoyi.) 


the continuity of an action 


Íb 4 HAA. (Ta kan zhe diànnăo.) 
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Verb1 + Zi + Verb2 


Subject + Verb1+ 4 + (Object1) + Verb2 + (Object2) 


-> Verb1+ #4 + (object) as an adverbial, expressing verb2 happened in a 
certain state. 


e.g. 
KRALA. (Dàjia dou zuò zhe chifan.) 
Jh E ÉL AR RAE BE Y. (Ta chuan zhe xin yifu qü xuéxiào le.) 


2.7 — The verb reduplication in Chinese 


In Chinese, some verbs can be reduplicated to indicate that an action is done 
within a short period of time or to show attempts. And the tone should be easy 
and casual. It is very common to use this kind of reduplication in spoken 
language. 


In HSK 2, there are mainly three kinds of verb reduplication structures, which 
are AA, A — A and ABAB. 


e.g. 

Monosyllabic verbs 

Verb £ (kan) W (shud) Jr (ting) 4 (déng) 

AA TUB Ji Ui Jr yr FIE 

A—A it BEBE yr ga 
Disyllabic verbs: 

Verb FTA (jieshào) AKE (xidxi) W% (zhiunbèi) 83) (yundòng) 
ABAB MANA TKN VEA HEE fe Zaz) 


2.8 — The adjective reduplication in Chinese 


In Chinese, some adjectives can be reduplicated to emphasize a deep degree 
or to show one`s affection. There are mainly two forms of the adjective 
reduplication in Chinese, which are AA and ABAB. But ABAB is the 
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reduplication form in HSK level 3, we will talk about it in later course. Now we 
just focus on the form AA, which is the monosyllabic adjective. 


e.g. 
Adjective HH (tián) X (dà) /N (xiao) K (chang) 
AA AH AH KK ANAN KK 
Note: 


1. When the adjective reduplication serves as the predicate, we must add “H” 
after it. 


e.g. 
X XERA. (Zhëge píngguó tiántián.) 

y x 3ÉR SHEER. (Zhège píngguó tiántián de.) 
X ABAIFAX: (Ta de shóu dada.) 

V TI BK. (Ta de shou dada de.) 

X 3E KK. (Wò de tóufa chángcháng.) 

V REKA KKÉS. (Wó de tóufa chángcháng de.) 


2. When we use the reduplication of adjectives, it can't be added the degree 
adverb before it, such as “R” GEW” "Fl" 185" and etc. 


e.g. 
X ike RAHA. (Zhège píngguó hèn tiantian de.) 

y ZERK. (Zhège píngguó tiántián de.) 

X {HMI AKI. (Tà de shóu féichang dada de.) 

V ABA KI. (Ta de shou dada de.) 

X dB S REIHE. (Wò de tóufa tébié chángcháng de.) 
y REK Kf. (Wó de tóufa chángcháng de.) 


2.9 — The Comparison Between M(c6ng) and É (Ií) 
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Usage About A 


AM: (prep.) usually to indicate the starting point of position or time 
-> Subject + JA... + Verb/Adjective 

e.g. 

position 

TRAP a FP aR. (Ni cong di èr gë ci kaishi du.) 

time 

BOTT ERP ER. 


(wómen cóng záoshang ba dian kaishi shangkè.) 


-> J...$]... from... to ... 
RAJKA KALE EZE. (wó cong béi jing zuó fëi ji dao shang hai.) 


MESAABAAIBUE. (Cong san hao dao wii hào gongsi fangjia.) 


Usage About Zi 


Wi: (prep.) usually to indicate the distance in space or time. 
-> A+ B +B + Adjective/Numerical phrase 

e.g. 

RA FRIRE. 

(wó jiā lí xué xiào hën jin.) 

i i RACK 


(Chaoshi il wò jià liáng bài mi.) 


2.10 — The Comparison Between — za JL(yi didn er) and 5A 


JL(yóu dian er) 


Both basically indicate a small quantity or a slight degree. 


1U 
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Al 


-> mainly indicate something unsatisfying or against one's wishes 
AJL + Adjective 

e.g. 

f Ki SUL. 

(Ta jintian yóu diánr bü gaoxing.) 

FUB sULXE. 


(Éyü yóu diánr nán.) 


m 


-> Quantifier 


Verb + (—) SJL + (Noun) 


e.g. 
Hi SALUD, 

(Zài chr yi diánr ba.) 
REKILE. 

(Wó qu mái yi diánr putao.) 


Adjective + (—) JL 


e.g. 
RAFRTA ISAL. 

(Zhé tiáo küzi cháng le yi diánr.) 
BERES SUL. 


(Ta bi wò gao yi diánr.) 


11 
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2.11 — The Comparison Between E(zheén) and #R(hën) 


4 


A 


to indicate a high degree 


4 + Adjective / Verb 


e.g. 
RS KRE. 
(Wó jintian hèn shenggi.) 
VRR DR. 


(Rënshi ni hën gaoxing.) 


A 


` 


mainly indicates a subjective opinion on someone or something, 
to emphasize the affirmative meaning. 


A + Adjective / Verb 
e.g. 

SRAM! 
(Jintian zhén rë!) 
ICH eA Pria] AA 


(Zhé dao timu zhén jiandan.) 


4 + Adj. + Noun J 
A + Adj. + Noun X 


2.12 — The Summary of 3x(guó) & The Comparison Between 
iX(guó)and Y(le) 


12 
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Subject + Verb + ii + (Object) 


-> To indicate the action was done or experienced in the past. 


(D 


g. 
FL. (Wó jian gud ta.) 
Riz. (Wë chi guò.) 


Negative Form: 

-> Subject + 3X (A) + Verb + ii + (Object) 
e.g. 

KIA AA. (Wò méi qu gud Ribën.) 
RAE. (Wó méi ting gud.) 


Interrogative Form: 

-> Yes-No question: Subject + Verb + i+ (Object) + 13? 
e.g. 

f Wish? (Ni jian guò tà ma?) 


URN IN? (Ni chi gud ma?) 


Affirmative and Negative question: 
-> Subject + Verb + ii + (Object) + X CH)? 


e.g. 
Arce xix HUE? (NI kan gud zhé bu dianying méi?) 


RETH AYE? (NI qü gud Zhóngguó méi?) 


T 


le, modal/ aspect patical,it indicates that some event/action took place. 


13 
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i vs f 


The difference between it and 7 The two particles if and J (le) might 
seem quite similar: both can be used to talk about completed actions. The 
differences are: 


Į indicates that the event took place, e.g. 


ERRES f. (Zuótian wò qu gügóngle. | went to the Forbidden City 
yesterday.) 


J placed after a verb denotes that the action is accomplished, e.g. 

RET -AMNIEF. (Wë máile yr bën hànyü sha. | bought a Chinese 
book.) 

REJ f Jones Eif. (Wó dàole béijing jiu géi ni dá dianhua. | will call 


you as soon as l arrive Beijing.) 


f can also be used to talk about changes of state. 


Wee 12 511, when I. (Xiànzài shi 12 diánle, gai shuijidole. It is 12 
o'clock now, it's time to go to bed.) 


The particle 3i denotes that some action has done in the past. It is used to 
emphasize experience. Compare the following sentences: 


ERER. (Ta láiguó women jiä.) 

He's been to our house (in the past — he's left now). 

HHRMA Yo. (Ta lai women jia le.) 

He's come to our house (and he's still here — completed action Js’). 

Using 3i and | together You can use it and j| inthe same sentence. 
When this happens, you're always dealing with a ‘change of state J‘, also 


known as ‘sentence J‘. Change of state J is like saying "it is now the case 
that”. Things have changed, or there is new information. 


When this combines with it, you get something like "it is now the case that 
something has been done". Sentences that combine if and f are also 
about specific objects, i.e. ones that the speaker and listener know about 
already, e.g. 


Jy deii T 15? (Ni xiguò záole ma? Have you had a shower?) 
Te IL 25 f "3? (NI chiguó yàole ma? Have you taken your medicine?) 


14 
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2.13 — The Comparison Between 3lJ(bié) and A“ E(büyào) 


All and Æ both persuade someone not to do something, or to forbid 
someone from doing something. 


bal! 

l] + Verb/Verbal Phrase * (J) 
Al] + /Adjective Phrase + (T) 

e.g. 

Hits. (Bié shudhua.) 

aX f , (Bié gaoxing le.) 

RE 

A + Verb/ Verbal Phrase + (J) 


e.g. 
ANA, (Bü yao zuò.) 


2.14 — The Summary of the Pivotal Sentence “if(rang)” 


A ik B + Verb 

e.g. 

wE iE R A EL HX. 
(mama ràng wó záo dinr huíjià. ) 
R ib HH xé RA FR. 


15 
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( wó ràng jiéjie sóng wó qü xuéxiao.) 


2.15 — The Comparative Sentence “Ec(bi)” Sentence 


Structure 1: 

A tt B «adj. 

A tt B + adj. + complement + f 
e.g. 

tib ER m. 

(ta bi wó gao. ) 

SR E ERAF J. 


(jintian bi zuótiān rë duo le.) 


Structure 2: 


A tt B + verb + object 
e.g. 

ti ER ANN BOB. 

(Tā bí wó xihuan dúshü. ) 
fi EECA 

(Ta bi wë pa hei.) 


Structure 3: 


A tt B + verb + #8 + complement 
A + verb + @ + tÉ B + complement 
e.g. 

fh dmm OR. 

(ta bi wo pao de kuai. ) 

Who fg H dX m. 

(tà lái de bi wó záo.) 


16 
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Structure 4: 


A H B + adj. + verb + object/complement 
e.g. 

WER KRY AB. 

(ta bi wó duo mái le yi bën shi. ) 

KH fh BB] — X. 


(wd bi tà záo dao yi tian.) 


2.16 — Yes-No Question & Affirmative-Negative Question in 


Chinese 


Yes-No Question 
idea/suggestion, #/45/] |I? 


e.g. 
RAZ, ing? 


(Women yiqí chifan, hao ma?) 


Affirmative-Negative Question 


Predicate(affirmative) * Predicate(negative) ? 

expecting another person to give an affirmative or negative reply. 
For Adjective: 

(Subject) + adj. + A +adj.? 

e.g. 

MAIS ARR CAIRO? 


(Nimen jintian gaoxing bu gaoxing?) 


17 
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e For Verb 


Subject + Verb + 7/% + Verb + (Object)? 
Subject + Verb + Object + Z2/A + Verb? 
e.g. 

URBANA EG TH ? 

(Ni xiang bu xiang qu chaoshi?) 
UAE EB p ANA? 


(Ni xiang qu chaoshi bu xiang?) 


2.17 — The Summary of Zí(yào)/t&(kuài)/RE(kuàiyào)/ RE 
(jiayào)--- f 
Structure: 

° Subject + (R# + sth/action + Y 

e Subject + ik +sth/action + T 


° Subject + Æ + sth/action + Y 
° Subject + #IÉ + sth/action + T 


2.18 — The Summary of The Progressive Tense Pattern #E(zài)/ 
JE XE(zhéngzài)/1E (zhéng)------WE(ne) 


which indicates state is continuous; action is in progress 


° Subject + IE£ + situation/action + Ië 


R EE X KME WE. 


( wÓ zhèng zài măi dōngxi ne.) 


° Subject + # + state/action + Wë 


R A We We. 
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(wò zai kaihui ne.) 


Subject + IE + state/action + WẸ 


R E AP We. 


(wó zhëng kànshū ne.) 


Subject + state/action + Wë 


A FJ 


(wó xuéxí ne.) 


2.19 — The Result Complement in Chinese: RNE 


SEAM: the complement of result, 
which indicates the result of an action 


Subject + Verb + Verb/adjective + (Object) 


Commonm verbal result complement: 


ches 


5E; MÉ; 4; fE; etc. 
Common adjective result complement: 


X]; #8; Fis; A; etc. 


Affirmative form: 
Subject + Verb + Verb/adjective + Y + (Object) 
R A xI N^ EP. 


(wó kan wan le nà ge dianying. ) 


Negation form: 


Subject + 4/2 + Verb + Verb/adjective + (Object) 


av 
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R FZR A MK. 


( wÓ méi xué hui nà shóu ge. ) 


Interrogative form: 
Subject + Verb + Verb/adjective + (Object) + Y + HH? 
(ry dx A At (m? 


( Ni zhao dao yaoshi le ma?) 


2.20 — The Potential Complement in Chinese: BJ SEXE 


LE ZI 
the complement of possibility; 


to explain the possible result of an action. 


Structure: 


Predicate + 44/4 + potential complement + (object) 
Commom potential complement: 


Jh; SÉ: F; fé; etc. 


Affirmative form: 

Predicate + 4 + potential complement + (object) 
e.g. 

R MA ML fh vi KI ik. 


( wÓ ting de jian ta shud de hua. ) 


Negation form: 
Predicate + A + potential complement + (object) 
e.g. 
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KSA H RK. 


( wo xué bu hui na shou ge. ) 


Interrogative form: 

Predicate + 4 + potential complement + (object) + 13? 
e.g. 

UK £ f DL m 


(ni kà de jiàn ma?) 


2.21 — The Degree Complement in Chinese: ENE 


HENE is the complement of degree, which indicates the degree 
of an action. 


Structure : 


Verb/adjective + ## + degree complement 

Commom adjective degree complement: 

Af; Fl; 28 ; FP; etc. 

Common degree complement indicating a high degree 


4 


4B; Z; Bar; MIT; etc. 


Affirmative form: 

Verb/adjective + #3 + degree complement 
e.g. 

fh gc BA HF. 

(ta ge chàng de hao. ) 


Negation form: 
Verb/adjective + f8 + A + degree complement 
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e.g. 
th "n «^^ e. 
(tà chi de bò duo.) 


Yes-no Question: 

Verb/adjective + # + degree complement + 1? 
e.g. 

fh gk BE fe uf ou 


(tà ge chàng de háo ma?) 


Affirmative-negative question: 

Verb/adjective + ## + degree complement + A + degree complement? 
e.g. 

jh BU xv ^ za? 


(tà zhü de yuán bü yuàn?) 


2.22 — The Quantitative Complement in Chinese: Zi &&4 1E 


Be AS is the complement of quantity, which indicates the frequency or 
duration of an action. 


Structure : 


Verb/adjective + quantitative complement + (object) 
Time complement: FFE: 4E 

~K; WẸ; — L; etc. 

Momentum complement: #JE: NE 


—IXi Mit; =m; WIR; etc. 


Verb/adjective + duration + (object) 


e.g. 
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E JER (EY —A. 


(ta zai Béijing zhu le yi tian. ) 


Verb/adjective + number of times + (object) 


e.g. 
An R X Wt WK. 


( Béijing wó qu gud liang ci. ) 


2.23 - The Simple Directional Complements in Chinese: $% 
RS [SR 


jn] is the complement of direction which indicates the direction or 
displacement of an action. 


The direction it indicates is based on the location of speakers or the location 
of things the speaker is talking about. 


Structure : 
Verb + directional complement + (object) 


3K(Lái, come) 

#(Qu, go) 

(uu come up) 
zx (Shàngqü, go up) 

TAW come down) 
#(Xiaqu, go down) 

(Chülái, come out) 

(Chüqu, go out) 

(Jinlái, come in) 

(Jingu, go in) 

at come back) 

#(Huiqu, go back) 

i cuo come here) 
#(Guoqu, go over) 


dx 
HZ 
eal 


RIME (güxiàng büyü, directional complement ) A direction complement is 
a verbal complement that’s used, to describe the direction of a verb. 
23 
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The most basic (and common) form of direction complement is formed by a 
verb and *(Lái, come) or 2:(Qü, go): 


Verb + 3€ or X 


The most important thing to consider with directional complements is the 
position 

of the speaker. If the action moves towards the speaker or comes closer in 
any way, 

use `k. If the action moves away from the speaker or becomes more distant 
in any 

way, use X. 


Direction complement examples: 


Direction Verb Complement. Explanation 
£= |== Tx The movement is O the speaker: 
— | < Fe The ase : pas rood from the 
$e | m The movement i bé oor the speaker: 
The tis d away from th 
Postion ot | ^ |£]| +2 me speaker."90up — 
speaker — | ux The ane van sa ica the 
= | gi ux The we : Negli vd from the 
— |» gk The movement is ase eai the speaker: 
» |i it The movement is in and away from the 


speaker: "go in" 


You can use these simple compounds in a huge variety of situations. Here are 
some examples: 


RERE, Wi FA JS kok. 
(Wó zai lou shang, qing ni shi fenzhong yihòu shanglai 
I'm on the upper floor. Please come up in ten minutes.) 


FEM Du aS, MER FR! 
(Zai shu shang wan hèn weixián, ní kuai xialai! It's too dangerous to play in 
the tree! Come down!) 


WEBS ESR F. R— RAIL EXE. 
(Ni zai lóu shang déng wó yíxià. Wó yihur'er jiu shangqu zhao ni. 
Please wait a moment on the upper floor. I’m coming up to you in a few 
seconds.) 
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RETF, MEER F RE. 
(Wó zai lóu xia, ni gankuai xialai ba. I’m on the lower floor. Please come down 
to me.) 


HHUH KZ T. (MI RIZE UB. 
(Limian rén tài duole, nimen chülái tou tòuqi ba. There are too many people 
inside t. You guys need to get out and have some fresh air.) 


iB. (Qing jinlái ba.Please come on in .) 


4&4 TEE FRE, TAN A RAAT IL E o 
(Tāmen zài wàimiàn, zánmen chūqù gēn tāmen jiànmiàn.They are outside. 
Let ‘s go out and meet them.) 


AU EZ MAR RAK, TORR SIB. 
(Ta zai bàngongshi lí déng ni, ní kuài jinqu ba. He is waiting for you in his 
office. You can go in now.) 


More examples with other verbs: 

UAT Z SHIRE? (Ni shénme shíhou huílái? When will you come back?) 
A JU. (Wò yihurer jit huiqu. | will be home in a minute.) 

JA LAXE. (Women guóqü kan kan. Let's go over and take a look.) 
Bue. FAMILLE MMT! (Kuai guólái, women zai zhé'er déng nimen! 
Come here, we are waiting here for you!) 


25 


